It was in January 1952 that IJMEE, originally the Bulletin of Mechanical Engineering Education, came into existence. It was founded at the Manchester Municipal College of Technology (then UMIST, and now the University of Manchester) as a regular publication for the education of Mechanical Engineers at the university and technical college levels. Five decades on, though the ownership of the journal has changed hands several times (thus the discrepancy in the volume number and its age), the dedication remains the same: it is a platform to provide a reconsideration of some of the (presumably) accepted methods used for teaching.
Most of the interest focused on laboratories in early years. Analytical and modelling training have been the most discussed approaches later on. More recently, we see increasing numbers of manuscripts on a broader spectrum of subjects, particularly interdisciplinary, such as materials and software, as well as curriculum syllabus and accreditation, following the trend of development with time.
It has been a stimulating experience as the editor, through the enthusiasm, dedication and academic integrity of the authors, reviewers and readers all over the world. I would also like to thank the editorial team at Manchester University Press for their impeccable professionalism in producing the journal.
As put in the Foreword by the fi rst Editor of this journal, Professor H. Wright Baker, in its maiden issue: 'These bulletins are not tracings of authoritative schemes of training from which blue-print copies may be made with an implied guarantee of satisfactory results. A teacher is not a mechanism for the distribution of facts, nor his students for their absorption, and imitation without adaptation is a poor form of fl attery'. These statements still remain very valid in this digital age. We will continue to present some of the ideas to keep the ball rolling on.
